Regga Captures Long Beach F-1 


By Pete Lyons 


The Prancing Horse laughed with an 
ltallan-Swiaa accent this time, for the 
third GP of the yoar belonged to Clay 
Regazzoni from first to last. From pole 
Position he just drove away, troubled by 
nothing but the strain of keeping himsell 
interested enough so his concentration 
wottldn't lapse. This he did by going faust, 
id he fet the race's best lap at three- 
quarter diptanoe Hemight well then have 
hlached off and allowed his lewmimate wie 
Word Champion to cateh wp for a nice 
poole finish, but it booted like he didnt 
even have the courtesy bo do that. 

What was really happening wae 
reversal of what has been happening 5a 
far this Seaeont it was Nike] Lauda‘'s turn 
for one trouble after aoother, Fis car kept 
breaking in practice, and he was only 
Fourth on the pric. At the beginning of the 
race he flat-apotted his front tires, oo 
thre was & bad steering vibration for the 
rest of the race, Then about 15 laps from 
the end. when he was running fnirly 
comiortably along in 4 very secure 
second place about 1) to 1 semomds 
behind Clay. depending upen 
birtunistanies, he started hearing nasty 
Whine from Ube trateomissian, Worried 
thal the ditt was poing ind that his nice 
juicy six cham pionehip points would slip 
awn, he Slached off ne much as he could 
Without betting the third place man pet too 
close. 

This third man was Patrick Depailler, 
who was from first to lmet the best Ford 
Cosworth driver of the weekend, 
Gualifving alongside Regga on the front 
row, Patrick held third behind the 
Perraris carly in the race and waa there at 
the ond—but be bad achapterof incidents 
balween those points. First he got into w 
wobble that shunted James Hunt out of 
tie race on the fourth lap, then he got into 
another one later that turned inte a spin 


Continued On Page 14 
Mileage Hassles 
Bedevil Mazda 


LOS AWNGELES=Mazda Motor 
executives, still somewhat in a state of 
shock from the laet time a gorersment 
agency publicly discussed their 
lackluster fuel economy figures, have 
bean dealt another crushing blow 
concerned wilh the game subject Only 
This time ie because they Have been 
mivertising too high a mpe figure. 

According to a joint civil complaint 
filed in the state capitol superior coun by 
the California Attornay Gunoral ancl the 
Department of Motor Vehicles, Mazda 
Motors of America has been guilty of 
“Falte ind misleading advertising’ about 
its claimed Masda Miser fuel cronomy 
and price 

Hy advertiging that ihe Mazda Miser 
gets dimpe in California (which the EPA 
says it gets in the other 49 states, with 
anly a?mpg¢ here), Mazda is puilty. of 
“Taiee and misleading representations in 
Wilietion of tie Business and Praline 
Code,” tho SOMBIE ple Th be ile 
“unfair oompokition’ to the rest of the 
indusity that uses only Celifornis mpe 

Continued On Page aq 


The start ot the biggest racung show ever bo hit the Weet Coast, ithe United Slatee Grand Pia West. saw Clay | 


Regazromi 3 Ferran 3127 jump oft to an immediate lead with James Hunt, Patrick Depailler and Miki _ rent 


behind. Regea theroughly outclassed his opposition and won in a walk, 


Chrysler Will Expand Use 


Of Lean-Burn System 


HUNTSVILLE, Ala.—Chryasler 
Corporation will produce about 1050) 
electronic lean burn 4) cubic inch V-# 
engines during the 1976 model year and 
willexpand use of the system to other ¥- 
Bain 197. 

Earl Meyer, Chrysler's assistant chief! 
angineer-Engine Blectrical Engineering, 
at the unveiling of the lean bum spark 
eontral computer assembly operation 
here. said lean burn will beoffered with or 
without catalytic converters in 1977 
depending on emissions standart. 

“Whe areurrenily working to apply the 
ayetem in 187? even if the Federal NOx 
slandard ts tightened from the ourrent 3.1 


‘T7 


to 2.0 gramme per mile. This means that we 
Wil uae the system: in conjuction with the 
Catalytic converter, but wilhout exhaust 
Bas recirculation.” 

Blectronic lean bum, an industry first, 
is now avajalble on mid-size and full-size 
Chrysler, Plymouth, sand Dodge 
Passenger card equipped with a0 four 
barrel V-8 engines, Lean burn permits 
these IO7H vehicles to operate without 
catalytic converters. and to use either 
leaded or unleaded gasoline, 

The revolutionary system is called 
“Tean burn” becewse the engine runs at 18 
toe 2 pounds of air to one pound of fuel 

Continued On Page 6 


LATE NEWS 


@®The U.S. District Court Of Appeals has delayed the SCCA's 
request for a temporary restraining order against David Ash and 
NARA (see Autoweek, March 27) and has set April 19 fora hearing 
to determine whether the court “even has juridsdiction to hear” the 


TRSe. 


@ Federal judge Thomas P. Griesa has issued a preliminary 
injunction against Custom Cloud Motors barring the manufacture 
or sale of its Monte Carlo-based Rolls-Royce lookalikes. The suit 


was [filed by Rolls-Royce. 


® NASCAR veteran Buck Baker, 57, says he will unretire and 
drive a few short-track races, with a trip to the speedways later a 


possibility. 


® The John 


Greenwood ! Mike 


Brochman/ Levitt Hacing 


triumvirate has fallen to pieces. Greenwood and Brockman each 
will run Greenwood "Vettes at Road Atlanta's upcoming Camel QT, 
but with the Brockman) Levitt effort separate from the Greenwood 


operation. Greenwood will run the 


car Sold to Hick Mancuso 
Continued On Page 3 
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Volvo Chairman 
Speaks Out On 
DAF Aquisition 


Volvos have long had a reputation of 
being the sturdiest of automobiles, with a 
hall life about ike thal of, saq, Lhe Rocky 
Mountains, Pebr Gvilenhammar, AB 
Volve's chairman of the board of 
directors, speaics to Chis, to Volvo's car: 
bunlding philosophy and to the recent 
merger between Volvo and the Dutch ear- 
building finm DAF fm this exachisive 
Wiervie, 


by Lothar Behr 


AW: Exports in the business say that 
lahing over DAF s car plant was -your 
biggest mistake ever. 


Gyllenbammar: |] revoke that claim very 
definitely. I de not actually knew ihe 
reneone for this claim, but no one can 
thake my confidence in the fect that 
Volvo made quite an good dow! as far as 
DAF 1 concerned 


AW: You have taken over the Duteh Car 
production aia time when Rurope's motor 


Continued On Page iz 


Aston Martin 
Alive, Well, May 
Rescue Bricklin 


Hy Evan Sarginson 


The moat impressive thing about the 
Aston Martin press conference was that 
the company still existe to have a prees 
conference. That's what they were talling 
the press, assuring the customers that 
they're still alive and well andin business 
at Newport Pagnell, and thinking about 
taking oo an offer to unscramble the 
Bricklin debacin, 

Aaton Martin saviors Peter Sprague. 
George Minden and their fellow directors 
waxed eloquent on thair hopes for the 
future of the reformed cunpany trading 
as Aston Martin 1975 Lid, saying that 
production ia at last back up te the break- 
even point at five carga day. With worker 
incentives aod improved tooling they 
hope to ret back to six cars aday which 
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A Banner Day For Ferrari 


Continued From Page 1 

that dropped him back to seventh. A 
tombination of sheer good driving and 
sheer good fortune put him bead of the 
other Fords and he waa eight seconds 
bach of the second Ferrari at the emd. 

It was merely eight seconds that 
pointed up what a good racing machine is 
the Ferrari team. It won in Brazil, in 
Africa, and mow in the city streeteof Long 
Beach, California. 

“Monaco West" they winted us to think 
of it, An ambitious #tyling, rather in the 
good ald American P.T. Barnum idiom — 
but By George it was a lot like Monace in 
Long Baach. 

There was the weather, mild and bright. 
There was the sea sparkling nearby, 
There was the exhaust noise humming off 
the buildings and the heads pecring down 
from windows and helicopters chopping 
the air overhead There was the conetant 
awareness of participating in something 
distinctly outrageous, eo thal one had a 
perpetual feeling of festivity and happy 
daring. It was the sort of event, a 
gathering of people to do something rare, 
that stays in the memory for «a lifetime. 

it was hard to walk anywhere. for the 
barriora and the crowds. [twee coriously 
difficult ta find angone if you were 
looking for him, it was impossible to see 
more than a shortiah length of race track 
from any one Iocation. All this wae 
exactly like being atthe MonacoGP, That, 
and the absolute sqimacrons of heavily 
armed and cager policemen (and 
Policewomen—poltcepersons?) standing 
ready everywhere, There seemed to be 
one oeturity guard added for every 
credential iseued. . .. 

Prom the drivers point of view, the 2.02 
mile circuit was quite a lot like Monaco, 
Perhaps it wasn't quite a9 imaginative, 
but what can you do with a grid-pattern 
Los Angeles strect layout Monte Cerio 
dates from Saracen times—but it was 
somewhat gasier to find safe places for 
overtaking. A trutally herd circuit on 
machinery, definitely, with oll those 
Places that bumped wheels inches into 
the air, Almostevery one of the 12 distinct 
corners required that the transmissions 
and drivelines withstand grinding 
acceleration in second pear. 

In the interests of safety and 
commonsense the original race distance 
of 90 laps was reduced to $0, and the 
origina] allowable sturting fieldof24was 
cul to 20) In preparing for the race every 
team kept uppermost in mind the 
necessity of simply husting the distance, 
speed wos secondary, and entirely 
useless without reliability. Everyone 
expected arace of attrition. and more than 
a few drivers anticipated that “Lf I 
manage to finish. | will probably finishin 
the points.” 

Compared to the Inyout of last 
September, the track had beon slowed 
little bit (the ooncensus was between one 
aod Ewo seponds) by asphalt ribs laid 
radially oul from the apexes of certain of 
the corners, forcing the F-1 cara to go 
wider than the P-oiihis bad been able to, 
But certain drivers who had competed in 
the F500) event were of the opinion the F- 
is wouldn't be able to get around the 
circuit quite as fast anyway. “The 5000 
fast his peel “grunt out ofa slow corner,” 
faid Amen. “The speed at the end of the 
straight ia about the same,” said Amdretti. 
“hut the eis less for the 3000," 

To look at, the F- is which normally, on 
the more usual open kind of track, seem 
light and nimble te drive, in the cramped 
confines of Long Beach looked heavy and 
hard to handle. One stood in vain looking 
for just one driver to make just one pase 
through a corner in amooth, graceful 
manner. It was all lunges and jerks 
instead. Really, the track was so tight it 
made the famous F-1 car lool like a bho 
instrument, 

Into mind came the philosophical 
question, What are we doing here? Is 
anything about this race going toadvance 
the State of the Art? lan't it ao outside the 
maingtream of normal GP racing af ta 
count 26 nothing but an exhibition for the 
wide-eyed Calfornians? Wad up the 


crews. 
money and rin, 

Brabham designer Gordon Murray had 
an interesting angle on that. “Actually. 
Td like to sees few more circuits like this, 
We've become just a litte complacent, I 
think, we've bad such a gonerally jood 
reliability record over the past couple of 
Years ofd we've goilen the oars to 
perform eo well on our regular circulta. | 
think we'd be better fora litle stirring up 
with this sort of challenge...” 

A total of 27 drivers were entered, and 
there were 32 carsavailable to them inall; 
the strongest entry field of the year so fir, 
for the race the farthest from Europe 
(eight time zones away) and with the most 
restricted grid, Seven drivers would have 
t suffer fallure-to-qualify oo matter 
What happened. Ag it turned out, these 
were the unhappy ones: 

Brett Lunger, whose Surtees (in the 
abeense of Big John) took a long time to 
set up and which gave several 
mechanical problems, and which also 


Clay Regazoni, o9 his way {0a convencing win, cocks a wheel up om the curbing of the Long Beach street 


brushed a wall at one stage. 

Harald Ertl, who had trouble making 
his Hesketh handle and hit the wall early 
on, and who was slowed by «a misfire aa 
well. 

dacky Ickx, whose Williame did only 
two laps on Friday with gearbox trouble 
and only two more on Saturday morning 
before a OV joint failed; he thus hed to 
pack «a complete practice-and-setup 
eeesion lato ihe final howr. 

Bob Evans, who like Icha had hardly 
any practice until the last hour because of 
several problems with his JPS, 

Arturo Morzario, coming back to F-1 in 
a brand new, fourth March after six 
months away; he had elitch trouble and 
three broken half shafts. 

Ingo Hoffman, whose new Coperauecar 
waa aleo brand new and which coat him 
half an our atone critical point when the 
oll tank split. 

Michel Leciere. whose Williams was on 
the list as first alternate. just outside the 


Jacers Hunt showed promasing speed early on. bwt afourthap crash pul him out, Here be beads Jochen Mass. 


top 20 despite a lot of desperate-looking 
driving that cost o thump inio the wall 
ftwe bent radius rode to replace) and aleo 
a blown engine just before the end of last 
practioa. 

So poor Frank Williams, whose toam 
had won the Concourse for its 
immaculate presentation of his pair of 
care, Found up with neither of them in the 


“Tt was not much of a surprise that # 
Ferrari ended up on pole, because the 
amooth torquey Mat-12 engine is wt ita 
beat coming out of slow corners. [i was a 
little covel to sec that the driver was Clay 
Regazzoni, however, but if was because 
he wes driving smoothly and precisely 
and didn't have any important car 
problems. Hia World Champion 
teammate by contrast blew an engine on 
Friday (“Tt must bes broken liner, there's 
Water in one eyelinder’) and broke not 
one but bwodrive shafta during Saturday. 
Niki Lauda thus wound up starting from 
fourth grid position. 

The man who was second fastest was 
even more of a surprise, until you 
recalled that Patrick Depailler has the 
kind of preciee, gentle style thet goes well 
with Monaco-type tracks Ag has often 
happened, his teammate Jody Scheckter 
was ag slow as Patrick wae fast, and spun 
again and again trying to get around 
quickly. “I've been trying it the rough 
way, That's when you've been secing me 
spinning.” He was a poor 11th onthe grid 

James Hunt was third on the grid: he'd 
had aapin once himself! to show how hard 
he was trying. A close fifth best overall 
Was Tom Pryce, whose Shadow pot going 
properly after several early little 
troubles—incloding Tom having a bad 
reachon to a can of cold fruit juice last 
Friday afternoon and being sick in the 
car. 

Tt wes only the top five drivers who 
attumlly did quick-appearing times, but 
beginning with Ronnie Peterson in sixth 
best starting place aA great masse of 12 
drivers did times within three quarters of 
asecond, Tt looked from thatasif maybe it 
would be a good mid-field struggle. at 
leasi—if angbody felt like risking a 
strugele. 

This was a race along way from home 
for mogt teams, and the last GP before the 
modified 197d regulations come into 
force. The two reasons were enough ta 
pPreventanyone trying anything very new 
in the way of machinery. They were 
having, there in the middle of the grid, 
quite anough troubles with the exlating, 
familiar staff — there were 2 lotofbroken 
halfshalts (chiefly on Marches) and 
several sugpension breakages. Thos from 
the entry point of view it really did look 
like an exhibition race. 

After all the buildup, the air displays 
and the supporting races and bands and 
hoopla, and Phil Hill doing a couple of 
laps in the spare 912T Ferrari, and the 
generally festive air, it was really a bil of 
& shame the race iteelf turned out aa dull 
as it did. But we get those from time to 
time. 

The start was clean, Regasseni making 
a fine getaway as Depailler lagged a bit 
Hlongside with wormy wheelepin, In the 
middle of the pack Brambilla come 
Hlongeide Reuwtemann in the braking sone 
for the first corner and moved over on 
him, clang; both March and Brabham 
were out. On the long. curving, flat-out 
back “straight” a mile later Nillgon'sJPS 
suddenly “sat down at tha right rear 
corner.” It spun violently into the 
concrete wall, unfortunately right reer 
corner first so any evidence ol what broke 
first was pretty well destroyed. Gunnar 
himeelf got out OK, although he was a bit 
dated and hia neck was put into a brace 
that evening. 

Thua thera wera only if care 
completing the first lap, andit was Ragga 
already leading comfortably from 
Depailler, who bad recovered his initial 
disadvantage from Hunt Lacda waa 
fourth, then Pryce, Peterson and 
Scheckter up from a great start, Jarier, 
Laffite and Watson as tha firat tan, 

Continued On Next Page 


APRIL 3, 1976 


AUTOWEEK PAGE |? 


GP West 


Continwed From Preceding Page 

They pretty much all toned up into a 
string, overtaking not being all that easy 
and with most drivers concerned about 
tre Jong boul angway. Most, but mot all 
apparently: Stuck rammed the tail of 
Fittipaldi, putting bimeelf out and 
dainaging 4 wheel on the Copersucar and 
Hearly wiping the battery off too. Wathon 
did the same discourtesy to Laffite. and 
had to stop in the Penske pit for a now 
nosepiace, That was the third Lap. 

On the fourth lag Depailler clipped the 
turn three barrier and then in turn four 
Pot untae a slide. which slowed him up eo 
that Hunt came alongside. 
Unfortunately—says Patrick—the 
Tyrrell snapped back from its slide into a 
counter-slide and bunted the MoLaren 
inte the wall. That put James out of the 
race and into such a bot mood that he 
walked back uptrackh—dead in the racing 
line—and shook his fist at Depailler next 
time arownd Then about three hours later 
he had a shouting match with the 
Frenchman in the pressroom. More was 
perhaps made of Uhia incident than it 
really warranted. These things happer. 

At this game stage Laude slipped by to 
take over second place, and the race as 
such wie really over. The two Ferraris 
simply drove away, leaving the Formula 
Fords lo scratch amongst themselves and 


A pout for the Coparsucar: Fittepalds (30) {inished saxth; Ameon (22) did well to get aught, 


the Matra and the remaining Alfa. liwasa 
fine sight for Ferrari fane, but if any 
Lauda partisans had any happy 
anticipation af a needle match between 
thie two drivers they bad to joo without it. 
Niki did bave plenty of speed in bane 
from any other driver, but he'd already 
badly Flat-spotted his fromt hire with the 
brakes and was having to live with a 
strong front-end vibration, Clay by 
contrast, for ones. had ao problems 
hoyond holding his own concentration. 
He simply drove around and around, 
carefully and neatly and quickly, 


GP Makes Good 
The First Time Out 


LONG AEACH, Ca.—The inimuguenl 
LS. Grand Pris Weet made it the first 
time out of the box if estimates from the 
Lang Beach Grand Prix Agsocintion and 
the Long Beach Police Department wre 
close toa hecunrite, 

Promoter Chris Pott's sallendance 
Mavis put the three-day crowd estimate 
al 197000 with the race day crowd at 
To, CK, L-B Deputy Police Chiel Wishon 
(the than charged with overall 
responsibility for securith and crowe 
comtral by the city) put the estimate as 
high as LOO,00 for raeeday counting 
thoaée on boponl boiidings and balronies. 

While dt if certain that many of the 
91.000 sents went unoccupied, few good 
SEMIS wore vacant Putting the average 
Lickel prige at $20 (the Agiire given by 
Pack), the threeday tike was in the 
neighborhood of 38 million, One 
Agsorlation spokesman estimated thea 
break-even polot ot G00 for racer day. 

One lefiever from the September F 5000 
rice which nesdsexplaining isthe mater 
af 6 $350,000 audited deficit. The loss was 
caused by cherging off the cost of all the 
safety equipment ageinat that race, Pook 
said. The effect is that the Associmtion 
now owns the barriers aod the like and 
does not have to charge them against the 
Girwnd Prin. it also allows them te carry 


VMCCA Forms 
Keystone Region 


With the approval of the VMCOA 
(Veteran Motor Car Club of America) 
ational Board of Dorectora the Haystone 
Region of VMCCA has been formed. 

Approcimately 45 members from Ohio 
iid northewestern Pennaylvania 
ittended the organizational meeting at 
the Holiday [nn in Strongsville, Ohio, w 
foulhweel suburb of Cleveland. 

The new region covers most of the State 
of Ohio excliding only the nortwest 
corner which is served by the Black 
Swump. Defiance and Toledo Chapters of 
The Great Lakes Hegion. Nonhwestern 
Ponnsylyania, east io Pittsburgh, North 
io New York State and South to Wost 
Virginia is also included. 

Al the same Meeting plang were 
approved forthe 6th annual 1976 Midwest 
National Mert tobe held on the campusof 
Baldwin-Wallace College in Beres, Ohio. 
Oi AUUSL 2T, 26 and 26. This is the first 
major undertaking of the new region. 


for threr years a tax loss eredit, 

The fact that the three-day count is 
foarly teace the race day number ia ine 
doubt explained by the numerous other 
setivities which turmed the avant into a 
paigeunt of sound, color and excitement 
Foot faces, bike races, motorcycle 
drmenstrations, virtere car racing. 
displays, fire works and a parade only 
sera to haope thie excitement Formula 
One cars dragging Main St, USA 

Despite a larger attendance, Wishon 
noted there were fewer incidents 
although one female was arrested and 
dragged off after dashing inte the middle 
of turm 12°10 minutes alter the first 
qualifying session began on Friday!) 
than during the September race. 

“T think we got people inand ot better. 
The Grand Prix people had more eontrol. 
more eniranecs, more bridges— 
SVErvihing wae better ofganized,” 
Wishon sai “We learned «a lot the Jast 
time and [think people had a good time. 
We learned some more this time and the 
next race should be better yet” 

The City's bill tothe Agsoctation should 
be lower ten, The sost of police and 
overtime was cut considerably when the 
Association hired many of its own 
security people and the police cut down 
on e¢forts to pontrol the ares outside the 
ciTcuit, Wishon estimated he used only 
130 men for about 4000 man-hours, which 
will cost the Association only about 
S550. 

John Queen. a spokesman for the 
association, noted that the job mow wis to 
get the city claaned up and fulfill the 
romiainder ofthe contract, Queen said that 
Monday morning people were strolling 
on Ocean Awenue (the pit straight) with 
lithe evidence of the race around them. 

“OF eourse were waiting for the 
compiaicite from residanta to come in," 
Queen said, “But it looks like it will be 
much like the last time, We hadfive buses 
scheduled to take people out if they didn't 
Want to stay, and we only used three of 
them. It looks like they saw what was 
going on and decided to join the fun." 

Queen noted that the invocation 
stressed worldwide [nmendship as an 
important factor in this event. He said he 
thought the mace fullfilled ta purpose in 
changing the Long Beach image: 

“The city of Long Beach will shine like 
a million dollars on CBS Television next 
Saturday,” Queen said, “Hundreds of 
heweands af people eapoyed thetiselved 
and we'll come out better than Monaco, 
This really did it for wa!” 


building up a cushion over his wammate 
of 10 seconds, 12 seconds, and more. 

Depailler, still third, epun in the 
neartet thing to an Bases {eall it tern 
eight) and dropped taseventh. That bet his 
remarkable teammate Scheckter up to 
third, aod Jody was pradually pulling 
away from the sorap going on behind, 
“Pm net interested in this rier any more,” 
hed said an houwr before the start. afler 
complaining about how badly hiscar waa 
handling. “I'm just in it for the money,” 
Sire, sure—trom sixth row to third place 
ahd going awad! Meney cnn) buy adrive 
Like tha 

But the seeds of destruction were 
already sprouting, A litthe before half 
distance ws Jods pul on ie brakes past 
the pits, the right front wheel suddenly 
coched al a funny angle. The bottom right 
front wishbone had snappe!, Tn i great 
cloud of blue tire smoke and dull orange 
sparks the Tytrall slichon into the corner, 
only just missing & crunch into a barrier 
by inches, The driver leapt out and then 
began tearing his clothes off. Not out of 
mental anguish, out of physical agony. 
fia the bare Schechter Stern dame ilo 
view Gt wie seen to be brilliant red: 


piss Vike wile Sr ane 
you wheal haspened whats hapoaering. 
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gasoline burns. There hed been o leak 
trom the suppogediay unused aed blocked 
off seat tank, and he'd been slitting in a 
growing pool of petrol for many poiniul 
Mmilnuies. 

The scrap behind was gradually wou 
apain by Depailler, who wernt back inte 
his old third place. The Ligier Matra wae 
holding its own with the remaining care, 
iis power pulling back on the straights 
what it wis Inging Coming out of ihe 
corners with & second gear that was too 
tall for the lower end of the power band. 
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Also geared too long, after 0 late change, 
were the bao Shadows; for Pryce it 
Slapped mattiering whem « lilt slpall 
failed, and for Jarier the matter became 
academic three laps from the finish when 
he Jost the three pears between bottom 
and tep. Also trwelved tn the struggle had 
been Peterson, bul be bru te pit to atop his 
brebe Meid boiling Andretth went out 
caer iy With a Walter leak [rom A snapped 
paginecastiog, Lett alone, then, wis Miss 
ouk of the Fird ronners, and although he 
gallantly chased Laffite as her as he 
eculd there wae a bad vibration wider 
braking and he was merely fifth at the 
end 

Continued On Next Page 
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A lap down, but moving up inte sixth 
upon Jarier’s transmission problem wis 
Fittipaldi, who thas seared the first 
champlonship points ever for his 
brother's car. Anon, an exhaust pipe 
broken end robbing power (besides 
eounding borrible) Finished up mphth 
behind Jarier, Pace was ointh, after « pit 
slop to Find owl why los back brakes had 
locked tp and put him int vn spin, The 
LEE he wae Leone Lo imeqoiring 
cteide minds, wast that “the balance 
beam seized up.” Trae enough aa far as 
the story went, but the reader will 
niderstand why it didn’t jo any farther 
when ie jearns from another source that 
it “seized up” because someone had left a 
hunch of Allen Keys in the oockpit and 
they got in behind the pedid 

Poterson wound wp loth, after his suop, 
Joon inthe Durex Surtees Uith after four 


Away 


Phal Hill, Ameieas only Wark Champion, took a few laps wn the Fervaai trae! 


jacques Lativte took the Ligrer-ligtra to fourth through Long Beach. 


APRIL 3, 1976 


i. 


a i \ | 


—s 


Sepiiraie stops to put the throtte linkage 
back together, and Watson was 12th and 
last running cer alter a second pit stop ta 
have a broken exhaust tailpipe fimed, 

So with 12 runners, albeit roam al them 
sick, cute?! 20 the finishing ratio was Gir, 
whichisactually a bit better than the Soo 
whith has boon the annual OP average for 
thread yvenra at lenst. Certainky if was 
Detter han many people had anticipated. 
ae had tere oot been sc many orishas 
on the opening laps the ratio might have 
bren better yet. 

But there's 7o way out of the fact that il 
Wis a prebiy chall race by the ond. It's « 
food thing Leng Beach was such a 
Pleasant place to watch ittake place... 2s 
for anything phitosophically proven by 
the results. it proved that ifone link in the 
Perrari chain falters the other can take up 
the Jond. But we already knew that 
ny wa 


Signs Of The Times: 
A Bulletproof Limo And ATV 


The trend of lobe tunes is reflected in the 
fact thattwo Britieh auto companies have 
Tecently intreduced vehicles that will 
Protect people from terrorist attacks and 
kidnappings 


The newest of these is the BMAY 
Panther bullet-proof lixcry Mmousine 
whith was introduoed at the Londen Acute 
Show. [l was designed. according to ite 
Maniaeturer, spaetifically for eke 
Breinchion and comfort of ewes of staat 


For $123.00. @ conternéed monarmh or 
democralionllyworted head of state can 
fet a vehicle with an outer body shall 
made of aluminum armor alloy, This is 


the same metal used on the British 
Aummy's Seorpion tank. 

The anti-terrorist vehicle is desipmed ta 
safely rush a 10-man police team to the 
scent of an assault. Called the ATLOG amti- 
terrarist onit, it's being produced by GHW 
Sankey Ltd, one of Britain's loading 
detigners and produers of military 
Vellicles. 

This air-conditioned carhas a top speed 
ofonty 60 miles an hour, but it offers full 
proweiion from 7.2mm anomer piercing 
missliog al point-blank range, as well wa 
from 165mm burste at 30 feet. This vehicle 
tlso bas run-(let tires, a S00-horsepower 
eNZInG and automatic transmis sien. 


‘New Shine To A Scene 
That Was Tarnishing’ 


He wag a gentleman somewhat boyond retirement age, and dressed for ao 
afternoon promenade. His stroll had taken him into the crowd about the racing 
oars in Pine Street, eo that now he found himself standing next toa well set up 
young mat in adark blue quilted coversall of some sort The aunedphere of the 
fathering seamed friendly. and he had oo hoaltation about opening & 
conversation. 

“Gay. ahh, thats number five, ain't she? Ain't that Mario Androtti’s car? | 
remember that from before, number five.” 

The young man turned to him with a smile and explained Wo, that must have 
been in the Formula 5000 race but this was Formula One and thiswas BobEvans'’ 
car. The young man spoke in an English perfectly Muent but lightly accented 
with the Swedish Lilt White threads traced out hie hame on hie suit, Gunnar 
Nilsson, 

‘Formuia, ahh, ah, l see. They racin’ here now, eh? Say, 1 ought to gat your 
autograph. | have something right ah, bere, a piece of, abh, would wou. . .~ 
Guonar sljened with «a kindly flourish mand then the old man said, 

“Sas, is one of the drivers here right now, that [ could, ehh, meat? Gunnar 
adonitted that be himeelf was a driver, whereupon the old man put out his right 
hand jor ashabe, and clasped his left hand over the bond and said with warmth, 

“Well now, good luek to you. The very best of luck to you.” Then he wes gone, 

The young Grand Prix driver from Europe looked around and caught one of his 
fricnds smiling broadly, "No, renily, it'sall right.” said Gunnar with oonvietion 
“He's reall’ such a niece old man. Everyone le so nice. Its quite fantastic.” 

The Conegurse d'Elegance in Pine Street that Thuraday afternoon was in eome 
ways the most memorable part of the entire Piret GP West. lt was a mild, blue, 
Southern California day. There had been a couple of prizes put up totalling a 
thousand dollars for the mechanics of the team presenting the best turnout, and 
that is real money for a bunch of toiling lads from Aultland of Arras or 
Aylesbury. Their fingernails were clean and their team shirts pressed and their 
racing care were polished until they reflected Lmages clearly from every fadet. 
Some of the coors had actually been driven under power up from the Sporta 
Arena—the F-1 garago—and tho sight ofa Ferrari GP car rasping along Ocean 
Boulevard with a quartet of police motoreyeles in attendance had drawn 
thousands of people to the judging area, There in Pine Street they had «couple of 
heure 16 bend over the cockpits and squat down behind the wings and talk to the 
mechanics and the drivers about Fi, 

“Kiost of em Want la know what she'll doin the quarter mile reported one of 
the mechanica with « 2rin, butli waea grin of pleasure. He seemed tabeenjaving 
the interface of different cultures as much as the local populace, 

This mingling of the crowd with the contestants was only one of the unique 
ideas about the Long Beach race that made the whole weekend one of the most 
Pleasanily memorable in years. Long Beach was a fund oi good ideas, good ideas 
that seemed to work and which could stand as guidelines for other places that 
have been balding GP raoms for years, 

Using the Arena for the garage was 2 wonderful idea, Spacious, clean, bright, 
warm, blessed with excellent clean restroome right inside, it was the center of 
ackivities. The ring of seate overlooking the floor waa filled with people who sat 
bormused for hours ata time, while a squad of knowlegable presemen and 
broadcasters coved about the place doing loudspeaker interviews with drivers 
and Managers and designers. 

The barrier system which made the street circuitacceptable for modern racing 
Was another excellent Long Beach feature, The stout lengths of concrete, all so 
aasy to place and remove, the steel guardrail mounted not on posts sunk into 
seckete in the atreet (the Monaee eyetem) but an sand-weighted of] drums, the 
nests of interlaced old tires protecting exposed objects—all good ideas that 
worked well and could easily bo adopted anywhere in the world 

What with the stutic displayed airplanes.and corsand things to buy, what with 
the mobile exhibitions of parachuting and motorcycling and Historic racing 
mre—il wus worth the price of five tickets te see Gurney and Fangio and Hill and 
Brabham and Shelby in action again with real bellowing, sliding histerie 
machings—and what with the supporting races for Toyotas and bicycles and 
things, tt was herd to believe that there would be room left to abeork the sieivta 
and sensations as well of the standard everyday ald Grand Prix! 

Lapses and bitches in theorgaoization there my have ben. They weren't very 
apparent, they didnt spoil it. and they were outweighed by all the good things 
accomplished by Meer. Pook and associates. The Long Beach Grand Prix, quite 
apart from any good or bad quality of the rece fieelf, was a success. Tt browght 
newehineg inte a acene thal now can be seen is have been larnishing. The GP Waat 
WHE An experiment that turned out well, that deserves to become 4 regular 
fixture, and that could even point the way to anew generation of atreet-racing in 
Ly enthusiastic cig or town anywhere. 

Bravi.—Pete Lyons 


Mobil Sells New Lube 


NEW YORK—Mobil Oi] Corporation 
has begun nationwide marketing of anew 
automotive engine lubricant 
“gelentitically conatructed molecule by 
malecule” rather than refined from crude 
oil. The company says its new Mobil 1 
synthesised engine lubricant “enables 
the average ar to po up to 10 extra niles 
per tanith of Pasoline, amd outperforna 
premium motor oil all season of the 
year” 

Mobile says it is the first major US 
petrol company to market nationally 
4 SY Gthesized saulometive engine 
lubricant “We bave something that will 
help the car owner pel the two things ha 
Wilts most nowadays: better gasoline 
mileage ond longer car life,” seve Herry 
A. Bade, Jr. Vice President and goneral 
manger of Mobil U.S. Marketing and 
Aefining Division, 


Mobil 1 builds an a Mobil synthosized 
handrocirbon lubricant marketed abroad 
for pulomeabiles since 1878: the new 
product bas additignal capabilities to 
achieve & fuel eoonomy benefil, he say4. 

Statements about performance benelfiis 
of Mobil lare based on more than one and 
ahalf million miles of engine and vehicle 
feet testing in US and foreign-mike cars, 
and the product exoe#eds car 
Tinfactirers Warranty requirements. 

Mobil 1 bas been “tested for extended 
drain intervals of 12.00) miles and one 
your with very satisfactory performance 
results,” the company says, adding that 
it'a up te iia manufacturers to specify 
bow many igiles their care should ga 
between oll changes, Suggested retail 
Price will be $4.95 o quart. though 
inthependent dealers handling Mobil 
products set prices to the public. 


